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A Vision for a Society that is ‘Positive for Youth’
In a society that is ‘positive for youth’ young people and adults will live alongside each other with mutual appreciation and respect. Society will help families and communities help all young people, regardless of their background, to attain and make the most of their lives through having high aspirations, good opportunities, and supportive relationships. 
High aspirations
Young people can be innovative and visionary, with energy and enthusiasm to shape and change the world. A positive society will inspire and encourage all young people to have high aspirations. This means:
· Recognising that parents and families remain the most important influence in the lives of young people; 
· Investing in excellent teachers to inspire young people and support attainment;

· Welcoming young people’s voice in decisions which affect their lives;

· Encouraging young people to be confident in their identity and freeing them from undue pressures, particularly those of commercialisation and sexualisation; and
· Presenting a balanced and fair view of young people in our media.
Good opportunities

As their independence grows, young people need good opportunities. In a positive society every young person will have the opportunities they need to realise and demonstrate their full potential, unconstrained by the circumstances into which they were born. This means providing:

· excellent teaching, high and improving standards, and courses that are respected by employers and universities, with additional resources supporting those from more disadvantaged backgrounds; and

· volunteering and other opportunities for personal and social development to build young people’s self-esteem, confidence, motivation and resilience which help them engage in learning, make good choices, and be ready for work.
Supportive relationships
Young people need supportive and empathetic relationships with their families and/or other adults they trust to help them grow in confidence, learn from experience, take responsibility, and manage pressures as they prepare for adult life. A positive society will support young people to achieve success and be there for them when they fail. This means:

· Schools and colleges providing the pastoral care students need to stay and succeed in learning;

· Local authorities ensuring targeted support for those at risk of dropping out of learning or other bad outcomes;

· Voluntary or public services advising and supporting families as early as possible rather than only once problems get to crisis point; and

· Services respecting young people as individuals and recognising their particular family circumstances. 
A Positive for Youth Summit took place on 9 March 2011 bringing together ministers and officials from seven Government departments with experts, professionals and young people to debate the key issues faced by young people and services for young people.


Building on the summit, this paper is part of a series of discussion papers being developed in partnership with experts from the youth sector  This paper and a number of other discussion papers, can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.education.gov.uk/positiveforyouth" ��www.education.gov.uk/positiveforyouth�.


Through these papers we are promoting a public debate on these issues in order to help shape a new Government policy statement on young people and services for young people which will be issued for further consultation later this year. Please note that these are discussion papers and not final statements of Government policy.





We would welcome comments and views on this paper.  


Your comments will help to inform the development of this new policy statement.  Comments should be sent to the � HYPERLINK "mailto:Positivefor.Youth@education.gsi.gov.uk" ��Positivefor.Youth@education.gsi.gov.uk� email box. We regret that we will not be able to respond to every email we receive. 











